
United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Forest Setvice 

Pacific 
Northwest 
Region 

1990 

Record of Decision 
Land and Resource 
Management Plan 
Malheur National Forest 



RECORD OF DECISION 
USDA FOREST SERVICE 

Final Environmental Impact Statement 
Malheur National Forest 

Land and Resource Management Plan 

Grant, Harney, Baker and Malheur Counties in Oregon 

May 25,1990 



Printed on Recycled Paper 



Table of Contents 
Page 

Section I Introduct ion . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  1 
Basis and Need for Decision . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  

Authority , . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  1 
Affected Area . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  2 
Public Involvement . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  2 

issues . . .  2 
W h a t  the Forest Plan Is, A n d  Is N o t  . . . . . . . . . . .  3 

Section I I  Decisions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  4 
Summary o f  the Decision . . . .  4 

. . . .  . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . .  
Elements o f  the  Decision . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  6 

Intended Activities . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  . 6  
Recommendation . . . . . . .  . .  7 

Section 111 Rationale for the  Decisions . . . . .  a 
Rationale for Resolving Each Issue . . . . . . . . . . . .  a 

issue Area Riparian . . . .  . . . . . .  a 
Issue Area Big-gameHabitat . . , . .  . .  9 
IssueArea RoadlessAreas . . . . .  . 14 
IssueArea EconomicStability . . .  . .  . I 7  
Issue Area Timber Management . , . . 20 
Issue Area Road Management . . . . . .  .22  

Other Decision Factors . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  .23 
IssueArea Forest Health . . . .  . . . . . . . .  .24 
Issue Area Old Growth . . . . . . . . . . .  .24 
Issue Area Visuals . . . . . .  25 
Issue Area. Native American Treaty Rights . , . . 26 
Issue Area. Wild and Scenic Rivers 26 
Issue Area. Diversity of Plant and Animal Communities . . 27 

. . . . . . .  
Alternatives Considered . . . .  . . . .  . 2 a  

Alternative NC (No Change) . . . . 28 
Alternative A (No Action) , . . . . . . . . .  . 2 9  
Alternative B-Modified . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 2 9  
Alternative C-Modified . . . . .  29 
Alternative F (DEIS Preferred) . . . . . . . .  29 
Alternative I (Final Preferred) . . . .  . . . . .  .29  

30 
Environmentally Preferable Alternative . 31 

Section IV Implementation . . . . . . . . . .  33 
Schedules . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  33 
Moni tor ing and Evaluation . . . .  34 

Implementation Monitoring . . . . . . . .  . . .  .35 
Effectiveness Monitoring . . . . . . . . .  .35 
Validation Monitoring . .  . . . . . . . . . .  .35 

Mit iga t ion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 36 

Higher Present N e t  Value Alternatives . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . .  

Amendment and Revision Process . . . . .  .36 
. . . . . . . .  . 3 a  Section V Appeal Rights . . . . . . . .  


